
Vermont Jersey Breeders 
Honored at Meeting

 Jersey breeders from the Green 
Mountain State gathered for the annual 
meeting of their state Jersey association 
on February 18, 2017, at Grange Hall in 
East Bethel, Vt. Approximately 60 Jersey 
enthusiasts attended the event to conduct 
business and recognize achievements of 
their peers.
 Joanna Lidback, Westmore, Vt., was 
the guest speaker. She spoke about her 
journey with dairy cattle, first as 4-H 
projects and today as a career. Lidback 
owns and operates a mixed herd of 50-
plus cows with her husband, Adam, and 
their children, Thomas and Eli, in the 
Northeast Kingdom of Vermont. Lidback 
also works for Yankee Farm Credit, writes 
a blog on farm life and contributes articles 
for various farm organizations. Among the 
achievements of which Lidback is most 
proud is being named an AJCA Young 
Jersey Breeder in 2016.
 Jason Johnson was honored with the 
Vermont Outstanding Breeder Award for 
his accomplishments as herd manager at 
Billings Farm and Museum in Woodstock. 
Johnson had managed the dairy program 
at Billings Farm, leaving recently to 
become herd manager at Mapleline Farm 
in Hadley, Mass. 
 Treasurer Tom Pyle, Shoreham, 
reported on finances of the Vermont Jersey 
Breeders Association (VJBA), noting the 
organization is in the black, thanks in part 
to the hosting of a successful Northeast 
Jersey Classic and Breeders Sale in 2016.
 This year’s sale will be held on April 
29 in Wallingford, hosted again by Gerald 
and Diane Colvin and their family, noted 
AJCA-NAJ Area Representative Brenda 
Snow. Snow has been in touch with 
representatives of the Northeast Organic 
Farming Association and is confident 
organic Jerseys can be made available 
at this year’s sale. The format will again 
feature about 30 elite tie-up lots and 200 
head sold as volume lots.

 The annual meeting and banquet of the 
New England Jersey Breeders Association 
will be held the evening before the sale, 
on April 28. The event will have a new 
venue—the Southside Steakhouse in 
Rutland—located across the street from 
the Comfort Inn, headquarters for the 
Northeast Jersey Classic and Breeders 
Sale.
 Wanda Emerich, Mooers, N.Y., talked 
about the Vermont State Jersey Show, 
noting the format from last year will be 
continued again this year. Showmanship 
for both Holsteins and Jerseys will be 
held on September 2 and the open show 
on September 3, with classes rotating 
between breeds. The judge will be Chris 
Hill, Thurmont, Md.
 AJCA Director Tom Sawyer and Snow 
brought the group up-to-speed on activities 
of the national Jersey organizations. The 
pair gave a detailed presentation on the use 
of the Jersey Cross (JX) prefix in the name 
of animals with one or more ancestors 
of another breed within six generations. 
After six generations, the JX prefix will be 
dropped.
 Sawyer and Snow urged Jersey breeders 
to consign to the National Heifer Sale, 
hosted by Pennsylvania Jersey breeders 
in Gettysburg this summer. Though the 
sale will again be a virtual event, Jersey 
breeders can send consignments to the 
sale if they desire for them to be viewed.
 Officers were re-elected to serve the 
VJBA in 2017 as follows: Jason Johnson, 
president; Tim Angell, Randolph Center, 
vice president; Claire Stanley, East 
Fairfield, secretary; Tom Pyle, treasurer; 
and Paul Stanley, East Fairfield, auditor. 
Breeders re-elected to serve second 
terms were Wanda Emerich, Paul Flint, 
Brookfield, and Andrew Wright, Rudolph. 
New board members are Diane Colvin 
and Darlene Pyle, Shoreham.

Production Awards
 Senior and junior Jersey breeders were 
recognized for production achievements 
as well.
 Lucky Hill Farm, Danville, received all 
the Goodrich production awards given to 
senior Jersey breeders. The dairy owned 
by the McReynolds family earned the 
award for high milk production with JX 
Lucky Hill Gannon Kite {3}. The Very 
Good-81% daughter of JX Oomsdale 
Jace Gratude Gannon {2}-ET, GJPI +90, 
produced a 305-day record of 24,574 lbs. 
milk, 1,184 lbs. fat and 879 lbs. protein 
at 5-4. The high fat and protein award 
was won by Lucky Hill Joker Phlopsie. 
Sired by Lucky Hill Joker {6}, the 
Excellent-90% aged cow made a 305-day 
record of 23,453 lbs. milk, 1,324 lbs. fat 

and 933 lbs. protein to top her peers.
 Andrew McReynolds, of Lucky Hill 
Farm, won the youth production contest 
with Avi-Lanche Dazz Buttermilk 12564. 
The Very Good-81% daughter of Sunset 
Canyon Dazzler-ET, GJPI +142, produced 
a record with an m.e. of 24,407–1,357–
941. Actual production for the 1-9 record 
is 17,560 lbs. milk, 998 lbs. fat and 692 
lbs. protein. She ranks among the top 
1.5% for GJPI with an index of +155. 
Andrew purchased her from Richard and 
Jennifer M. Avila, Dalhart, Texas, at the 
Pot O’Gold Sale in 2014.
 Virginia Patz, Shoreham, placed second 
with Medallion Hired Gun Nicole. Luke 
W. McReynolds, Danville, took third with 
JX Cedar Mtn Farm Topeka Garnet {4}, 
another purchase from the Pot O’Gold 
Sale in 2014. Other juniors to earn awards 
were Nicholas McReynolds, Danville, and 
Samantha Flint, Brookfield.

 Vermont juniors honored in the youth 
production contest included Samantha Flint, 
Nick McReynolds, Luke McReynolds, Virginia 
Patz and Andy McReynolds, who placed first 
with Avi-Lanche Dazz Buttermilk 12564.

 A good-sized crowd was on hand for 
the annual meeting of the Vermont Jersey 
Breeders Association. Members were treated 
to a delicious meal of chicken pot pie served 
by the Grange Hall in East Bethel.


