
 Claire Stanley, right, presents the Good 
Neighbor Award to Betsy and Stephen Fleury 
during the Vermont State meeting.

Vermont Jersey Breeders 
Honored

 Members of the Vermont Jersey 
Breeders Association (VJBA) met for 
their annual meeting on February 11, 
2102, at the Hilltop Restaurant in Barre. 
About 55 members were on hand to 
recognize accomplishments of their peers, 
tend to organization business and make 
last-minute preparations for the upcoming 
Annual Meetings of the American Jersey 
Cattle Association (AJCA) and National 
All-Jersey (NAJ) Inc.
 The Outstanding Breeder Award 
was given to Richardson Family Farm, 
Hartland, for their stewardship to the 
Jersey breed. The farm has been passed 
through four generations of the family and 
is today operated by Gordon Richardson 
and his sons, Scott and Reid, and their 
families. Though Jerseys have been on the 
farm for many years, Registered Jerseys 
came in 1999 when the herd was enrolled 
in the Genetic Recovery Program.
 Today the 60-cow herd is enrolled on 
REAP and has a 2011 AJCA lactation 
average of 18,957 lbs. milk, 1,082 lbs. fat 
and 741 lbs. protein. Richardson Family 
Farm ranks among the top 70 herds in the 
nation and sixth in the state for JPI with an 
average JPI of +60 on 56 cows. With the 
latest herd appraisal in September 2011, 
the farm is home to five Excellent and 
34 Very Good cows and has an appraisal 
average of 81.9%.
 The dairy was named Vermont Dairy 
Farm of the Year in 2009 by the University 
of Vermont Extension and the Vermont 
Dairy Industry Association and has 
ranked among the state’s top five farms 
for milk quality the past three years. The 
Richardsons have proudly displayed a 
“Dairy of Distinction” sign from the 
Vermont Agency of Agriculture for 13 
years beginning in 1997.
 The Harold Wright Distinguished 
Service Award was given to Wes and Brenda 
Snow, Sno-Krest Jerseys, Brookfield, for 

 Wes Snow accepts the Harold Wright 
Distinguished Service Award from VJBA 
Secretary Heather Brigham.
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 Luke McReynolds, left, topped the youth 
production contest with Lucky Hill Impact 
Popsicle. His brother, Nicholas, placed 
second with Lucky Hill Louie Lucent. The pair 
receive their awards from the club’s junior 
advisor, Megan Letourneau.

 Andy McReynolds receives the Goodrich 
production awards on behalf of Lucky Hill 
Farm from Vermont Secretary Heather 
Brigham. Lucky Hill Brazo Star won the 
protein award and Lucky Hill Dandy Clara 
earned the milk and fat awards.

 The board of directors serving the VJBA 
in 2012 include (back row): Derrick Wright, 
Matt Angell, B.J. Hanfield, Wes Snow, Megan 
Letourneau, Claire Stanley, (front) Steve 
Fleury, David Carmichael, president, Heather 
Brigham, secretary, Gwen Pearl, and Paul 
Flint.

 The Goodrich Production Awards were 
earned by two members of the milking 
string at Lucky Hill Farm in Danville. 
Lucky Hill Dandy Clara, Desirable-79%, 
won the award for milk and fat with a 4-8 
record of 23,050 lbs. milk, 1,330 lbs. fat 
and 792 lbs. protein. Lucky Hill Brazo 
Star, Very Good-85%, earned the protein 
award with a 5-2 record of 21,980 lbs. 
milk, 1,055 lbs. fat and 824 lbs. protein. 
 AJCA Director Snow spoke about the 
growing Jersey business. Registrations 
surpassed 90,000 for the fourth consecutive 
year and reached an all-time high of 
96,174 in 2011. The AJCA also enrolled 
907 herds on REAP and 137,999 cows on 
performance programs, appraised 94,045 
cows and sold 168,934 JerseyTags—
all records for the organization. During 
the year, an all-time record $705,966 in 
Equity revenue was generated from 1,006 
NAJ members.
 Snow noted there is growing interest in 
the carbon footprint of dairy cattle. This is 
great news for the Jersey, which has a 20% 
lower carbon footprint than the Holstein 
and uses 32% less water and 11% less land 
to produce the same amount of fat, protein 
and other solids.
 He said the Vermont Farm Show in 
Essex Junction in late January continues to 
be an ideal venue for reaching consumers 
and those who milk another breed of 
dairy cow. Attendance at the VJBA booth 
this year was heavy, especially on family 
day. The show is a great way to educate 
consumers and dairy producers face-to-
face about the benefits of drinking Jersey 
milk and milking Jersey cows.
 Russell Bleakney, Cornish, Maine, co-
chair for the AJCA-NAJ Annual Meetings, 
brought the group up-to-date on plans for 
the meetings. The VJBA will sponsor 
the lobster bake at the National Heifer 
Sale. Visits to three Vermont farms—
Harkdale Farm, Molly Brook Farm and 
Pearlmont Farm—are scheduled for the 
second day of the meetings, as is a tour to 
Cabot Creamery, which is supported by 
many Vermont Jersey producers and will 

their longtime contributions to the Jersey 
breed. Wes is currently completing his 
first term as a director of the AJCA and 
seeking re-election in June. He has also sat 
on the board of the VJBA for three terms 
and served the organization as president. 
He has co-chaired the Vermont State Sale 
for more than 10 years. Brenda is an area 
representative for the national Jersey 
organizations. In 1999, the couple received 
the Senior Breeder Award from the VJBA 
and the Boss Turner Distinguished Service 
Award from the New England Jersey 
Breeders Association.
 The Snows sold the majority of their 
herd to another young breeder in 2009, 
but continue to maintain a small herd of 
Registered Jerseys on the farm.
 Stephen and Betsy Fleury received 
the Good Neighbor Award for their 
willingness to lend a hand at Jersey 
functions wherever needed. The couple 
operates Fleury’s Maple Hill Farm, a 
Registered Jersey herd and maple syrup 
business, in Richford. The 35-cow herd 
is enrolled on REAP since 2005 and 
is certified level 5 in the state’s Johne’s 
disease program. The herd has ranked 
among the top 25% in the nation for JPI 
since August 2007 and now has an average 
JPI of +46 on 34 cows. Like Richardson 
Family Farm, the Fleury couple enrolled 
the herd in the Genetic Recovery Program 
and is now fully-registered.

provide cheese for a number of events.
 Megan Letourneau, East Charleston, 
advisor for the junior club, reported that 
a dozen juniors showed at the state show 
in Essex Junction in 2011. Brittany Hill, 
Bristol, exhibited the Grand Champion. 
Her sister, Megan, won Reserve Grand 
Champion.
 Luke McReynolds, Danville, topped the 
youth production contest with his entry, 
Lucky Hill Impact Popsicle. The Very 
Good-84% daughter of Dutch Hollow 
Impact-ET, GJPI +122, produced 17,210 
lbs. milk, 778 lbs. fat and 603 lbs. protein 
at 1-6. The m.e. of the record is 25,523–
1,126–879.
 Nicholas McReynolds, Danville, placed 
second in the contest with Lucky Hill 
Louie Lucent and Jarrett Snow, Brookfield, 
placed third with Sno-Krest Action Polar 
Bear.
 Officers elected to serve the 
organization in 2012 included: Dave 
Carmichael, Vergennes, president; Eric 
Daggett, Derby, vice president; Heather 
Brigham, St. Albans, secretary; and Tom 
Pyle, Shoreham, treasurer. Members 
elected to serve as directors were Matt 
Angell, Randolph Center, Stephen Fleury, 
Brian Nichols, Lyndonville, Gwen Pearl, 
Barnet, and Claire Stanley, East Fairfield.


